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the ignorance of the Middle Ages, caused by
the inundation of the Goths and Vandals,
were events unfortunate to literature. They
disputed inimitably well, particularly Bar-
low, Swift, and Webster."

There is something peculiarly felicitous
in this grave record. It was a rotund kind
of learning which was cherished by Dr.
Stiles and similar guardians of the old tra-
ditions of scholarship, and in the absence
of much commerce with their intellectual
peers beyond the limits of the colonies,
each college made believe very hard that
its students were scholars, and its scholastic
life the counterpart of historic universities.
But it is easy to believe that the fate of the
Alexandrian Library and the performances
of the notorious Goths and Vandals, those
favorite and dimly understood barbarians,
had no such power in determining the edu-
cation of the young Yale student as had
the events of the war then going on. Web-
ster had entered college in the fall of 1774;
in the spring of 1775, while he was still a
Freshman, he had his little initiation into
"Revolutionary society. General Washing-
ton was on his way to Cambridge, to take